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AMHERST CENTER FOR SENIOR SERVICES HOSTS JUNETEENTH EVENT 

 

Amherst, New York – The Town of Amherst, led by its Center for Senior Services, in 

partnership with the Town of Amherst Diversity Commission, will host a Juneteenth luncheon on 

Thursday, June 17 at 12:00 pm at Amherst Center for Senior Services. This celebratory lunch is 

open to the public at a cost of $3 for those 60 and over and $5 for those under 60. The lunch 

menu includes chicken, waffles, cranberry juice, baked peaches, and lemon ice. Participants are 

invited to donate a new book celebrating Juneteenth that will be donated to one of the Amherst 

Libraries. 

“I am proud that Amherst will now celebrate and recognize Juneteenth, a celebration that 

commemorates the ultimate implementation of the Emancipation Proclamation. As our nation 

and community continues to reckon with the impact of systemic racism and societal inequities, 

Juneteenth is an important reminder that we must act to ensure justice and equal treatment for 

all,” said Amherst Supervisor Brian Kulpa. 

“Juneteenth provides an opportunity for our community to reflect to our country’s painful history 

of slavery and discrimination. Juneteenth is America’s second Independence Day, a day where 

the right to ‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness’ was extended to all Americans. This day is 

an opportunity to reflect on the struggles of those who lived under slavery and to honor the 

sacrifices of those who gallantly fought to end it,” said Deborah Bruch-Bucki RN, Ph.D. Town 

Board Liaison to the Diversity Commission.   

“The Amherst Center for Senior Services is proud to host the Town’s first celebration of 

Juneteenth. Our Center has always been a venue for all residents to celebrate their unique 

cultures, backgrounds and rich traditions, and we are proud that now includes Juneteenth” said 

Senior Services Director Brian Bray.  

“In addition to being a day of remembrance, Juneteenth is an opportunity for us all to honor 

African American history and culture. This celebration of African American heritage makes our 

community richer and more vibrant. I expect this occasion will become an annual celebration 

that grows larger over time,” said Khalid J. Qazi, M.D., Chair of the Amherst Diversity 

Commission. 

The Amherst Diversity Commission was organized to enhance and increase cooperation, 

understanding and dialogue among residents of diverse cultural, religious, socio-economic and 

racial backgrounds and to promote inclusion throughout the Town of Amherst.  For more 

information on the Commission, please go to:  

http://www.amherst.ny.us/content/bandc.php?board_id=brds_07 

mailto:cyensan@amherst.ny.us
http://www.amherst.ny.us/content/bandc.php?board_id=brds_07


Juneteenth Bibliography 
with purchasing option 

 

Books for Kids 
 

Branch, Muriel Miller.  Juneteenth: Freedom Day.  New York: Cobblehill/Dutton Books, 

1998.  (E185.93.T4 B68 1998) 
https://www.amazon.com/Juneteenth-Freedom-Muriel-Miller-Branch/dp/0525652221 

 

Cooper, Floyd.  Juneteenth for Mazie.  North Mankato, MN: Picture Window Books, 2015.  

(Picture book) 
https://www.amazon.com/Juneteenth-Mazie-Fiction-Picture-Books/dp/1479558206 

 

Johnson, Angela.  All Different Now: Juneteenth, the First Day of Freedom.  New York: Simon 

and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2014.  (Picture book) 
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=All+Different+Now%3A+Juneteenth%2C+the+First+Da

y+of+Freedom.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss 

 

Jordan, Denise.  Juneteenth.  Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2008.  (E185.93.T4 J67 2008) 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth.+jordan+denise&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_no

ss 

 

 Leeper, Angela.  Juneteenth: A Day to Celebrate Freedom from Slavery.  Berkeley Heights, NJ: 

Enslow, 2004.  (E185.93.T4 L44 2004) 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth%3A+A+Day+to+Celebrate+Freedom+from

+Slavery&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss 

 

Otfinoski, Steven.  The Story of Juneteenth: An Interactive History Adventure.  North Mankato, 

MN: Capstone Press, 2015.  (E185.93.T4 O85 2015) 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+Story+of+Juneteenth%3A+An+Interactive+History

+Adventure.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss 
 

Preszler, June.  Juneteenth: Jubilee for Freedom.  Mankato, MN: Capstone Press, 2007.  

(E185.93.T4 P74 2007) 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth%3A+Jubilee+for+Freedom.&i=stripbooks&r
ef=nb_sb_noss_2 

 

Rosinsky, Natalie M.  Juneteenth.  Minneapolis, MN: Compass Point Books, 2005.  

(E185.93.T4 R67 2005) 
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Rosinsky%2C+Natalie+M.+Juneteenth.&i=stripbooks&r

ef=nb_sb_noss 

 

Taylor, Charles A.  Juneteenth: A Celebration of Freedom.  Greensboro, NC: Open Hand 

Publishing, 2002.  (E185.93.T4 T39 2002) 

https://www.amazon.com/Juneteenth-Freedom-Muriel-Miller-Branch/dp/0525652221
https://www.amazon.com/Juneteenth-Mazie-Fiction-Picture-Books/dp/1479558206
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=All+Different+Now%3A+Juneteenth%2C+the+First+Day+of+Freedom.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=All+Different+Now%3A+Juneteenth%2C+the+First+Day+of+Freedom.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth.+jordan+denise&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth.+jordan+denise&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth%3A+A+Day+to+Celebrate+Freedom+from+Slavery&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth%3A+A+Day+to+Celebrate+Freedom+from+Slavery&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+Story+of+Juneteenth%3A+An+Interactive+History+Adventure.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+Story+of+Juneteenth%3A+An+Interactive+History+Adventure.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth%3A+Jubilee+for+Freedom.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth%3A+Jubilee+for+Freedom.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Rosinsky%2C+Natalie+M.+Juneteenth.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Rosinsky%2C+Natalie+M.+Juneteenth.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss


https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth%3A+A+Celebration+of+Freedom.&i=stripb

ooks&ref=nb_sb_noss 
 

Weatherford, Carole Boston.  Juneteenth Jamboree.  New York: Lee and Low Books, 1995.  

(Picture book) 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Juneteenth+Jamboree.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss 
 

Wesley, Valerie Wilson.  Freedom’s Gifts: A Juneteenth Story.  New York: Simon and 

Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1997.  (Picture book) 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Freedom%E2%80%99s+Gifts%3A+A+Juneteenth+Story
&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_2 

 

 

Books for Adults 
 

Ellison, Ralph.  Juneteenth.  New York: Random House, 1999.  (Fiction) 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Ellison%2C+Ralph.+Juneteenth.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_

sb_noss_2 
 

 

Gordon-Reed, Annette.  On Juneteenth.  New York: Liveright Publishing Corporation, 

2021.  (E185.93.T4 G67 2021) 
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Gordon-

Reed%2C+Annette.+On+Juneteenth.&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_2 

 

Willis, Deborah and Barbara Krauthamer.  Envisioning Emancipation: Black Americans and 

the End of Slavery.  Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2013.  (E185.2 .W68 2013) 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Willis%2C+Deborah+and+Barbara+Krauthamer.+Envis
ioning+Emancipation%3A+Black+Americans+and+the+End+of+Slavery.&i=stripbooks

&ref=nb_sb_noss_2 

 

Websites 
 

Britannica, Editors of Encyclopedia.  “Juneteenth.”  Encyclopedia Britannica, April 19, 2021.  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Juneteenth. 
 

Gates, Henry Louis, Jr.  “What Is Juneteenth?”  African American History Blog, 

September 19, 2013.  https://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-americans-many-rivers-to-
cross/history/what-is-juneteenth/ 

 

“The Historical Legacy of Juneteenth.”  National Museum of African American History 
and Culture, June 18, 2020.  https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/historical-legacy-

juneteenth. 
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